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defend himself and his fellow-practitioners, but Pepys seems to have thought his defence a very lame one. He wrote, " Dr. Goddard did fill us with talke, in defence of his and his fellow-physicians going out of towne in the plague time, saying that their particular patients were most gone out of towne, and they left at liberty; and a great deal more, etc." (vol. v., p. 203).
Defoe says that the plague "defied all medicines," and adds, "the very physicians were seized with it, with their preservatives in their mouths. . . . This was the case of several physicians, even some of them the most eminent, and of several of the most skilful surgeons."
Dr. Hodges, author of "Loimologia," enumerates among those who assisted in the dangerous work of restraining the progress of the infection the learned Dr. Gibson, Regius Professor at Cambridge, Dr. Francis Glisson, Dr. Nathaniel Paget, Dr. Peter Berwick, Dr. Humphrey Brookes, etc. Of those he mentions eight or nine fell in their work, among whom was Dr. Wm. Conyers, to whose goodness and humanity he bears the most honourable testimony.
Pepys's friend,   Dr.   Alexander  Burnet,   of   Fenchurch Street, was among the victims.    On June nth, 1665, we are told that he had "gained great good-will among his neighbours" (vol. iv., p. 435), but this unfortunately came to an end owing to an ill-natured rumour that the doctor had killed his servant.    So persistent was the rumour that he found it necessary to take public notice of it.    This is recorded   in   Sir   Roger    L'Estrange's    "Intelligencer" (No. 55), where we read, "I think it but an honest and necessary office to make some mention of Dr. Burnet, M. D., whose house it has pleased Almighty God to visit with the Plague; and of  that disease  one  of  his   servants  died: whereupon a most unchristian and scandalous report was raised that the said Doctor had murthered his man; without aBY otner ground in the world, than the malice of the first contriver.    But I find that yesterday, this unhappy gentle-ffn caused to be fixed upon the Royal Exchange, London, tosown vindication in these very words following: 'Whereas some person or persons have maliciously forged and published that abominable falsehood, viz., that I, Alex. Burnet, of St Gabriel, Fenchurch, London, Dr. in Physic, did killme we see from an interesting passage in the Diary, under the date August 23rd, 1662 :en before granted to the
